
For one northwest Ohio family, sharing their time and 
talents at Sauder Village may have started with their  
children but soon became a family affair! From working in 
the gardens, butchering chickens, and making apple butter,  
to playing old-fashioned games and serving as an apprentice 
in the craft shops… the Cramer Family’s participation at 
Sauder Village has been invaluable for all involved!

Meet the Cramer Family… Doug, Sonya and their  
children Chloe, Amelia, Easton, Ava and Hattie (from 19 
to 9 years old). They first visited Sauder Village 10 years 
ago with another home school family and just one year later 
some of their children became involved as Junior Historians. 
Eventually, the whole family began volunteering their time 
together to help with activities at the Village.

“As parents we feel it is our responsibility to teach and train 
our children to be respectful and useful adults,” Sonya shared. 
“The Sauder Village Junior Historian program has helped  
facilitate that in our family. We initially went to Sauder 
Village when our children were volunteering – to make sure 
they were doing what was expected and then enjoyed a day 
exploring the Historic Village. We then began volunteering as 
a family and the skills and relationships we have experienced 
have been such a blessing.”

From father and son working together making sausage, sisters 
working side-by-side in the gardens, mom working with her 
daughters to peel apples or children working with craftsmen to 
learn skills of days-gone-by… the family has enjoyed spending 
time together and helping to get guests excited and involved in 
experiencing the rich heritage of our ancestors.

Chloe, Hattie, Doug (father), 
Amelia, Sonya (mother), 
Ava and Easton
(pictured left to right)

Doug helping with sausage making… Sonya helping with smoking cuts of pork…and digging out a canoe. and apple butter making.

The 
Cramers
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In addition to enhancing their home school 
history lessons, the Junior Historian Program 
has also helped the Cramer children learn 
many life skills while at Sauder Village.  
Two of the girls have participated in the  
apprenticeship program in the Weaving 
Shop and the Broom Shop (and Amelia is 
now employed as a broom maker!) Chloe 
took a soap making class and now has her 
own successful goat milk soap business. The 
children have learned communication skills, 
responsibility, appreciation of history, and  
the importance of serving others. They’ve also  
had a lot of fun spending time together as a family 
in a positive environment.

 “Our children have learned so many valuable skills 
as part of the Junior Historian and apprentice  
program,” Doug & Sonya shared. “We have raised 
our family at Sauder Village – a positive, healthy and 
clean environment where we can spend time  
together. Our kids have had an opportunity to make 
new friends, work with their elders, learn more 
about cooperation, develop their character and we’ve 
been blessed to do this as a family!” 

The Cramer kids have fun playing games, helping 
with the animals, and getting an ice-cream cone treat 
is always very motivating, but even the youngest kids 
realize how much they are learning each time they 
come to volunteer! As young Hattie shared, “I’ve 
learned more from the people that come… more than 
what I teach them.”  

“Erie Sauder’s intentions when he started this living-history 
village have manifested a love of history, a love of serving 
others and working together in the lives of so many people,” 
Sonya added. “Our involvement as a family has been an  
important part of our lives. If sharing about the Junior  
Historian program and our family’s involvement at the  
Village helps to get even more children and families involved 
and even more donors supporting the program and mission of 
Sauder Village… then it’s a story worth sharing.

“I’ve enjoyed having the chance to get to know the  
Cramer family and would love to have even more families 
in the region get involved in this capacity,” shared Sheri 
Friesner, volunteer coordinator. “Our Junior Historian  
program is a phenomenal learning opportunity for children 
and we are always looking for more adult volunteers as well! 
Sauder Village offers a truly unique experience for families to 
spend time working and learning together. Give us a call if 
you’d like to get involved this year!”

As the Cramer family shared,  
“Everyone working together 
makes the Village what it is 
and we’re lucky to be a part of 
this special group of people.”  
Thank you to the Cramer 
Family and all of our  
employees and volunteers who 
help to make the Sauder  
Village experience so very  
special for our guests.  We 
hope you’ll consider joining 
our team in 2017!

Chloe demonstrating a craft.

Easton & Ava harvesting pumpkins.

Amelia demonstrating broom making.

Doug and Easton carrying the apple butter kettle.

Hattie & Ava in costume

For more information 

about youth  
and adult  
volunteer  
opportunities 
visit 
saudervillage.org/volunteer  
or call Sheri Friesner at 
800.590.9755
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