
Donald Trump is caus-
ing a constitutional crisis 
with his blanket refusal to 
respond to any subpoenas.

So what happens now? 
An impeachment inquiry in 
the House won’t send him 
packing before Election 
Day 2020 because Senate 
Republicans won’t convict 
him of impeachment.

So the practical politi-
cal question is whether a 

House impeachment inquiry 
helps send him packing after Election Day. 
That seems unlikely.

Probably no more than a relative handful 
of Americans are still unsure of how they’ll 
vote on Nov. 3, 2020. An impeachment is 
unlikely to reveal so many more revolting 
details about Trump that these swing voters 
would be swayed to vote against him, and 
their votes wouldn’t make much of a differ-
ence anyway.

Besides, the inquiry probably wouldn’t re-
veal much that’s not already known, because 
House subpoenas will get tangled up in the 
courts for the remainder of Trump’s term 
(even though courts give more deference to 
subpoenas in an impeachment inquiry).

Worse yet is the chance that an impeach-
ment inquiry plays into Trump’s hands by 
convincing some wavering voters that Dem-
ocrats and the “deep state” are out to get 
Trump, thereby giving him more votes than 
he’d otherwise get.

Does this mean House Democrats should 
avoid taking the political risk of impeaching 
Trump? Not at all.

Another question needs to be considered 
— not just the practical political effect on the 
2020 election, but something more important 
over the long run.

It is whether an action designed to enforce 
our constitution is important for its own sake 
— even if it goes nowhere, even if it’s unpop-
ular with many voters, even if it’s politically 
risky.

Every child in America is supposed to 
learn about the constitution’s basic principles 
of separation of powers, and checks and bal-
ances.

But these days, every child and every 
adult in America is learning from Donald 
Trump that these principles are bunk.

By issuing a blanket refusal to respond to 
any congressional subpoena, Trump is say-
ing Congress has no constitutional authority 
to oversee the executive branch. He’s tell-
ing America that Congress is a subordinate 
branch of government rather than a co-equal 
branch. Forget separation of powers.

By spending money on his “wall” that 
Congress explicitly refused to authorize, 
Trump is saying that Congress no longer has 
any constitutional authority over spending. 
Goodbye, checks and balances.

By unilaterally shuttering the government 
in order to get his way, Trump is saying he 
has the constitutional right not to execute the 
laws whenever it suits him. Farewell, Con-
gress.

By directing the attorney general, the jus-
tice department, the FBI and the secretary of 
the treasury to act in his own personal interest 
rather than in the interests of the American 
people, Trump is saying that a president can 
run the government on his own. Adios, Con-
stitution.

By unilaterally threatening to cut off trade 
with the second-largest economy in the world, 
Trump is saying he has sole authority to en-
danger the entire American economy. (Make 
no mistake: If he goes through with his threat, 
the U.S. economy will go into a tailspin.)

By doing whatever he could to stop an 
investigation into Russian interference in the 
2016 election, including firing the head of the 
FBI, Trump has told America it’s OK for a 
president to obstruct justice. Goodbye, law.

The core purpose of the U.S. Constitution 
is to prevent tyranny. That’s why the framers 
of the Constitution distributed power among 
the president, Congress and the judiciary. 
That’s why each of the three branches was 
designed to limit the powers of the other two.

In other words, the framers anticipated the 
possibility of a Donald Trump.

The framers also put in mechanisms to en-
force the Constitution against a president who 
tries to usurp the powers of the other branch-
es of government. Article I, Section 2 gives 
the House of Representatives the “sole power 
of impeachment.” Article I, Section 3 gives 
the Senate the “sole power to try all impeach-
ments.”

Trump surely appears to be usurping the 
powers of the other branches. Under these 
circumstances, the Constitution mandates 
that the House undertake an impeachment 
inquiry and present evidence to the Senate.

This may not be the practical political 
thing to do. But it is the right thing to do.

Robert Reich is a syndicated liberal col-
umnist. Contact Reich through email at: 
gspp-execasst@berkeley.edu.
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FROM THE LEFT FROM THE RIGHT

People who know me 
well have heard me say 
it.

You can’t under-
stand where you are and 
where you are going 
unless you know how 
you got here in the first 
place.

In short, you can’t 
truly comprehend our 
world and our society 
without knowledge of 
history. And the more you know about 
our past, the more empowered you are to 
make the best choices today and lay plans 
for the future.

Reading about history, studying histo-
ry, contemplating history, writing about 
history – at times even living history – is 
a huge part of who I am. So as I enter the 
latter part of my life, what better way to 
invest my remaining time than to help 
pass on our history.

Sometimes providence deals you an ex-
ceptional hand, and that definitely is the case 
for me with Historic Sauder Village. This is 
my third season as a part-time staff member 
there, helping to keep our heritage alive.

Don’t get me wrong, I love newspaper 
work. My career as an editor with The 
Bryan Times was tremendously fulfilling, 
and I wouldn’t change it for the world. 
Continuing to write this weekly column, 
and having a hand in special projects, is a 
joy for me.

From my viewpoint, though, news-
papers are a younger man’s game. The 
late-breaking news and rushing to meet 
deadlines that I found exhilarating in ear-
lier years now take more energy than I can 
easily muster, and the stress does take its 
toll. So over the last few years I slowly 
weaned myself from the newspaper, fo-
cusing more and more on my book writing 
and publishing, and last November I made 
my retirement from the Times official.

My revamped career has been more 
successful and rewarding than I ever 
imagined. That has a positive twist that I 
did not anticipate – my growing involve-
ment with Sauder Village.

For years my wife said that when she 
retired from The Times’ circulation de-
partment she wanted to work at Sauder 
Village. Diane, too, has a deep apprecia-
tion for our history and culture, and she 
is extremely talented with crafts as well. 
Among her duties at Sauder’s are weaving 
and making baskets.

I became involved with Sauder’s rather 
by accident. I was with Diane when she 
interviewed for a position as a historic 
interpreter, and while we were waiting a 
friend associated with the village told me 
they could use someone in the print shop. 

I was intrigued, and I was working only 
part time at the Times, so I applied. For 
most of the last two seasons I worked one 
day a week, and every other Saturday, at 
the print shop.

Last fall I was spending less and less 
time at the Times, and I began working 
more often at Sauder Village. I also was 
given the chance to expand my role there, 
spending time as an interpreter at the cab-
inet shop and Erie’s workshop.

When the first buildings in the expand-
ing 1920’s Main Street opened last fall I was 
given the chance to work in the Elmira de-
pot and barbershop as well. Too, Diane and 
I were asked to help with some more de-
tailed interpretation over the winter, which 
was incredibly interesting and rewarding.

Diane of course spent much more time at 
Sauder’s our first two years there, and during 
that time I was introduced mainly as “This is 
Don, Diane’s husband.” This year, finally, I 
am being introduced simply as Don.

The aspect of Sauder Village I love the 
most is the focus on northwest Ohio his-
tory, particularly the Great Black Swamp. 
Local and regional history has been a deep 
interest of mine for decades, and I welcome 
the opportunity to pass on knowledge of 
our heritage to younger generations. This 
touches the core of what I am all about, 
and each day I work at the village I leave 
with a deep sense of satisfaction.

During the spring and fall months the 
village hosts many school field trips – 
thousands and thousands of kids each sea-
son. I will confess that the steady stream 
of young students can become tiring on a 
busy day. But when you see the light come 
on in a child’s eyes, when you see him or 
her begin to understand and appreciate the 
skills and talents of their ancestors, it all 
becomes worthwhile. I am certain many 
children leave Sauder Village with new-
found knowledge that will remain with 
them for a lifetime.

I still of course am focusing on my 
books as well. Since retiring, I have pub-
lished another book of my own and am 
excited to be the publisher of Times staff-
er Lynn Thompson’s “76 Minutes: My 
Search for Andrew, Alexander and Tanner 
Skelton.” My part-time work at Sauder 
Village balances well with these writing 
and publishing endeavors, so I am a fortu-
nate man indeed.

In fact, as soon as I wrap up this col-
umn Diane and I will head over to Sauder 
Village for another day of passing on piec-
es of our heritage, and enriching young 
people’s lives.

So what can I say, today is yet another 
great day.

Don Allison is a Williams County na-
tive, author, columnist and retired editor 
of The Bryan Times.
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Impeachment is 
the right thing

Historic endeavor indeed
ON MY MIND

President Trump’s plan 
to win re-election next year 
on a booming economy and 
a soaring stock market ran 
into serious trouble this 
week.

Trump’s political future 
looked promising after 
Congress enacted his pro-
growth tax cuts, boosting 
economic growth and wag-
es, reducing unemploy-
ment and sending the stock 
market into overdrive.

Then his gung-ho eco-
nomic agenda went into a nosedive when he 
began to deliver on his campaign promise 
to slap our largest trading partners with stiff 
trade tariffs that ignited a dangerous trade 
war with China, which retaliated with a ven-
geance.

Beijing announced early this week that it 
was imposing additional tariffs on $60 bil-
lion worth of U.S. exports in response to 
Trump’s escalating tariffs on Chinese goods.

The president responded by announcing 
he will raise further U.S. tariffs on all $540 
billion of Chinese imports from television 
sets to cellphones to cameras.

The trade war escalated, as its critics fore-
cast, into a battle where there are no winners, 
only losers on both sides.

Nevertheless, Trump has repeatedly and 
inaccurately maintained that the U.S. Trea-
sury is raking in millions, if not billions, 
from the tariffs he is imposing on our trading 
partners.

Even Trump’s National Economic Coun-
cil Director Larry Kudlow acknowledged on 
Fox News Sunday that it’s the American con-
sumers, and U.S. importers, who will pay for 
Trump’s tariffs.

“It’s not China that pays tariffs,” host 
Chris Wallace said. “It’s the American im-
porters, the American companies that pay 
what, in effect, is a tax increase, and often-
times passes it on to U.S. consumers.”

“Fair enough,” Kudlow replied. “In fact, 
both sides will pay. Both sides will pay in 
these things. Both sides will suffer on this.”

Yet earlier this month, Trump insisted in 
a tweet that “Tariffs are NOW being paid to 
the United States by China of 25% on 250 
Billion Dollars worth of goods and products. 
These massive payments go directly to the 
Treasury of the U.S.”

That’s not how former Treasury Secretary 
Henry Paulson sees it. “They’re a tax on the 
American consumer,” he recently said on 
CBS News’ “Face the Nation.” “Will it hurt 
us? If this persists too long, it will. There’ll 
be a cost to it.”

By early this week, questions were being 
raised about Trump’s negotiating skills, or 
lack of them.

Negotiations were continuing with the 
Chinese, but an agreement remained elusive. 
Trump threatened in a tweet that he would 
increase tariffs by $200 billion by the end of 
the week if there was no progress in the talks.

“Mr. Trump’s threat caught Chinese offi-
cials by surprise,” writes Ana Swanson and 
Keith Brasher for Forbes online this week. 
“President Trump’s tweets come after Chi-
nese officials took a tough line in high-level 
trade negotiations.”

But Trump’s tweet “fit a familiar pattern. 
He has routinely turned to tariffs to help 
speed negotiations and win concessions from 
America’s trading partners,” they said.

“But it remains to be seen whether 
Trump’s hard-fisted style will produce an 
agreement, or his attempts to pressure China 
will backfire by pushing already tense rela-
tions past the breaking point,” they reported.

Meantime, back on the home front, the 
stock market was having a nervous break-
down over the escalating trade war that rat-
tled investors and the U.S. economy.

News of China imposing steep tariffs on 
$60 billion of U.S. goods shook the global 
economy, too, and financial markets across 
Europe.

The Dow Jones industrial average fell 617 
points, or 2.4%, as investors contemplated 
an economic crisis that could lead to a re-
cession.

“Stock investors are in risk-off mode as 
Trump’s trade war with China seems to be 
escalating, while negotiations seem to be 
breaking down,” said Wall Street analyst Ed 
Yardeni.

In times like these, the nation needs a 
calm, steady hand, and a patient negotiator 
— skills that have been sadly missing in re-
cent weeks.

Trump thinks threats will produce a trade 
deal, but they have only served to further 
stiffen China’s resolve not to be intimidated 
and pushed around. They are, after all, one 
of the world’s largest economies and, by the 
way, one of our best customers.

Donald Lambro is a syndicated conserva-
tive columnist who has been covering Wash-
ington politics for more than 50 years as a 
reporter, editor and commentator.

Threats will not 
forge trade deal
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